
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: January 5, 2006    ITEM NO. __4____ 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

90-DR-2005 
Cellular Antennas On Existing APS Radtor Retreat Tower  
   

LOCATION 7900 E. Thompson Peak Parkway  

REQUEST Request approval to add a Wireless Communication Facility (WCF) to an 
existing APS tower, with corresponding ground equipment.            
 

OWNER Arizona Public Service 
Company (APS) 
602-493-4405 
 

ENGINEER N/A 
      

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

N/A 
      

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

Rulon Anderson 
T-Mobile 
602-321-4903 
 

BACKGROUND Zoning. 
This site is zoned C-O PCD (Commercial Office, Planned Community 
Development).  This district allows regional-serving office development.  
Wireless Communications Facilities are allowed on existing utility towers with 
Development Review Board consideration and approval. 
 
Context. 
The site is a utility lattice tower, located within a high-tension power line 
easement on the northwest corner of Hayden Road and Thompson Peak 
Parkway.  Within this power line easement, adjacent to the subject site are two 
additional utility lattice towers and one of these has wireless antenna like this 
application proposes. 
 
Adjacent Uses:   

• North: Power line easement with power lines and lattice towers. 
• South: Power line easement with power lines and lattice towers. 
• East: N. Hayden Road and Multi-family residential zoned R-4 PCD 

 ESL. 
• West: Commercial office zoned CO PCD. 

 
APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
The applicant proposes to place new wireless communications facility (antenna) 
at 65-feet above grade on an existing power transmission lattice structure and 
install a 8-foot high equipment enclosure at the base of the lattice structure. 
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Development Information: 
• Existing Use: Power transmission lattice structure 
• Proposed Use: Wireless Communications Facility 
• Parcel Size: An enclosure space 22-feet by 15-feet,  
 4-inches.  
• Height: 65 Feet 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
 

This proposal will provide for the installation of a wireless communications 
facility on an existing transmission lattice structure.  The tower installation at 65-
feet above grade consists of 3 sectors with 2 panel antennas per sector (a total of 
6 antennas).  Each antenna is 4-feet, 6-inches in height. 
 
The proposed 374 square foot equipment enclosure screens from view the 
mechanical equipment necessary with the wireless communications facility.  The 
8-foot wall enclosure will include a service entry door along the south side for 
maintenance personnel access.  The wall will be finished with painted stucco and 
colored desert tan to match the existing equipment enclosure of the adjacent 
wireless communications facility. 
 

COMMUNITY INPUT One letter from a medical office has been received in opposition to this proposal, 
indicating concerns about operation of medical devices in conjunction with 
wireless signals.  No other correspondence has been received. 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends approval, subject to the attached stipulations. 
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Stipulations for Case: 
Cellular Antennas On Existing APS Radtor Retreat Tower

Case 90-DR-2005 
Unless otherwise stated, the applicant agrees to complete all requirements prior to final plan approval, to the 
satisfaction of Project Coordinator and the Final Plans staff. 
 

PLANNING  
 

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 

DRB Stipulations 

1. Except as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Zoning Regulations, Subdivision Regulations, and 
the other stipulations herein, the site design and construction shall substantially conform to the following 
documents: 

a. Architectural elements, including dimensions, materials, form, color, and texture, shall be 
constructed to be consistent with the Site Elevations submitted by Young Design Corp. with a City 
received date of 10/19/2005. 

b. The location and configuration of all site improvements shall be constructed to be consistent with 
the Site Survey and Enlarged Plan submitted by Young Design Corp. with a City received date of 
10/19/2005. 

SITE DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

2. The Wireless Communications Facility (WCF) antennas, coaxial cables, mounting brackets and any 
hardware including an access ladder shall be painted to match the color of the existing lattice tower. 

3. Any existing easements, including adjacent NAOS shall be shown and dimensioned on the final plans. 

4. All existing utilities, including aerial, at grade and underground shall be shown on the final plans. 

5. The provider must identify telephone and electrical sources and show detailed connections on the final 
plans. 

6. All cables running between the antennas and the base of the tower leg shall follow the vertical supports of 
the tower, to the satisfaction of Final Plans staff.  The Provider shall provide details of the alignment of the 
cable, which shall be subject to Final Plans approval. 

7. All cables running between the tower leg and the equipment cabinets shall be placed underground as 
shown in the plans and shall not be visible from exterior view.  The Provider shall provide details of the 
cable connection and transition from the tower leg to the equipment cabinets, which shall be subject to 
final plans approval. 

8. The entire length of any new conduit running between the power and telephone sources and the 230 kV 
tower and the equipment cabinets shall be either placed underground or completely screened by a solid 
masonry wall.  

9. A wall whose color and finish blends and is compatible with the surrounding Sonoran Desert community 
shall screen all exterior mechanical, utility, and communications equipment.  Wall height for ground-
mounted units shall be a minimum of 1 foot higher than the tallest unit. 

10. No microwave dish is approved as part of case 90-DR-2005. 

ATTACHMENT A 
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11. The antennas shall be snug-mount, as defined in Article III; the distance between the pole and the inside 
face of the antenna (i.e.: the size of the mounting bracket) shall not exceed eight (8") inches. 

12. All colors and materials shall clearly be called out on the elevations.   

13. The Provider shall treat drives and parking areas for dust control to the satisfaction of Final Plans staff. 

14. Dooley wall fencing shall not be allowed. 

15. With the final plans submittal, the Provider shall submit dimensioned and scaled details, and/or 
manufacturer cut sheets, of the antennas being used to the satisfaction of Final Plans staff.  Any 
changes, including but not limited to, the size and location of the proposed antennas shall be subject to 
the approval of the Development Review Board.   

16. With the final plans submittal, the Provider shall provide details of the equipment cabinet, including the 
size (total cubic feet), height, and other dimensions of the cabinet, to the satisfaction of Final Plans staff.  
The Provider shall also note if any air conditioning unit is to be utilized. 

17. With the final plans submittal, the developer shall provide a detail of the required facility marker or plaque.  
The physical location of the plaque shall also be shown on the site plan and elevations. 

18. Prior to construction, the contractor is required to notify Inspection Services by calling (480) 312-5750.  A 
Planning Inspection (#42) must be conducted prior to the commencement of any construction.  A note 
stating this requirement shall be placed on the construction drawing site plan. 

 

Ordinance 

A. Type 3 WCF shall match the structure on which it is mounted, with equipment cabinets screened behind 
walls or buried. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

19. Upon removal of the salvageable native plants the salvage contractor shall submit completed Native Plant 
Tracking Form as well as a list identifying the tag numbers of the plants surviving salvage operations to 
the City’s Inspection Services Unit within 3 months from the beginning of salvage operations and/or prior 
to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.   

20. Cut and fill slopes shall be rounded to blend with the existing contours of the adjacent natural grades. 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

21. All luminaires shall meet all IESNA requirements for full cutoff, and shall be aimed downward and away 
from property line. 

22. With the Final Plans submittal, the Provider shall submit plans indicating the location of all on-site lighting 
and lighting fixtures to the satisfaction of city staff.   

23. With the Final Plans submittal, the Provider shall provide an additional sheet showing cut sheets 
indicating the wattage, method of shielding and fixture design, to the satisfaction of city staff.   

24. All light poles, pole fixtures, and yokes shall be painted dark bronze.  

RELEVANT CASES: 

Ordinance 

B. At the time of review, the applicable zoning, and etc. case(s) for the subject site were: 46-ZN-90 and 123-
SA-00. 
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ENGINEERING 
The following stipulations are provided to aid the developer in submittal requirements, and are not intended to 
be all inclusive of project requirements.  The developer shall submit engineering design reports and plans that 
demonstrate compliance with city ordinances, the Scottsdale Revised Code and the Design Standards and 
Policies Manual. 

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 
25. Architectural site plans. 

Ordinance 

C. Drainage Easement: 

(1) Drainage and flood control easements shall be dedicated to the City to the limits of 
inundation for all vista corridor washes, for all washes having a discharge rate of 50 
cfs or more and for all FEMA regulatory floodways to the extent of the 100-year base 
flood elevation.  All drainage and flood control easements shall be dedicated to the 
City with maintenance responsibility specified to be that of the property owner. 

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Ordinance 

D. Section 404 permits.  With the improvement plan submittal to the Plan Review and Permit Services 
Division, the developer’s engineer must certify that it complies with, or is exempt from, Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act of the United States.  [Section 404 regulates the discharge of dredged or fill material into 
a wetland, lake, (including dry lakes), river, stream (including intermittent streams, ephemeral washes, 
and arroyos), or other waters of the United States.] 
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